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¥ Ash, Extract fran V.w report No.31. mentioning the "Max" reports. 
25.9.421 Vow. report No. 33 dated 23.9.42 re Abwehr Commandos in the 
AZOY Area. : 


Uxtract from Addendum to V.E. Sub-Section report No. 6 re 
MAX reports, 
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26.5.43 Extract from M.I.14(a) report on Abwehr Deception Plans. 


4.8.43. Extract from R.I.S. report on Abwehr incompetence. 


15.8.43. Extract from R.I.S.report on recent developments-in Enemy 
Communicationse 
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18,.8.43 Minute from D.D.B. to D.B. and notes on RADIO SEC 
IGENCE CONFHRENCE and Appendix dealing with MAX reports. 8a 
a 9. 
18.8605 From Major Trevor Roper enclosing report re MAX reports. 4 
10. 
9.10.43. Extract from R.I.S. 18/9.10.43. on the S.pD. 10a. 
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@..u 43. Extract from R.I.S. report on the $.D.- Recent Developments . | lls. 
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S.F. 52/Russia/I 


EXTRACT FROM R.I.S. REPORT DATED 24.11.43. 


SICHERHEITSDIENST (AMT VI) OPERATIONS, 


On the Eastern Front S.D. Undertakings have been on a very large scale. 
Our sources even suggest that until recently the main effort of Amt VI 
in Russia has been not in the intelligence sphere, but in sabotage and 
disruption. We do have cases of purely intelligence assignments sent to the 
S.D. Kommandos and their agents; but the majority of the agents who have been 
dropped seem to have been saboteurs or agitators. One set of undertakings 
was designed to sabotage railways and power=plants at widely separated points. 
In fact, most of these grandiose schemes seem to have been abortive; but this 
was due rather to the disorganisation and demoralisation caused by the retreat, 
and not to lack of seriousness in planning. The important fact is that Amt 
VI is now capable of organising such enterprises. At the southern end of the 
Russian front the S.D,. concentrated more on moral than physical sabotage, 
working through pobitical agitators, chosen from the many minority groups in the 
Caucasus area, 


These Russian undertakings are organised in co-operation with the Amy 
Commands, the Air Force and the Abwehr,. The aroplanes used to drop agents 
are provided by the special Air Force unit commanded by Major Gartenfeld, 


which also serves the Abwehr. Applications to Major Gartenfeld or luftflotte I 
are sometimes made through Abwehr channels, 


On the Russian front the distinction between intelligence work and 
sabotage, moral and physical, is not as clearly marked in our sources as it is 
in North Africa. The three Kommando headquarters in the north, on the 
central front and in the south despatch both activists and ‘intelligence 
(Nachrichten) Trupps'. The retreat has naturally discouraged the activists 
and lessened the effectiveness of disruptive propaganda. Early in September 
SCHELLENBERG, head of Amt VI, ordered ‘stress must not be laid on work of 
disintegration, but on intelligence activities'. But at least one of the 
ambitions sabotage schemes, in which HIMMLER is personally interested, has not 
yet been abandoned, Our sources in Russia are inomplete, and we are not able 
to see these ‘works of disintegration" come to fruition. We can only say that 
the number of agents involved is, by Abwehr standards, very large = they arrive 
at the scene of operations in truck-loads of 50 or even 150 at a time. 


The $.D. recruits the same type of agentfrom pro-German minority groups 
as does the Abwehr. In Russia, most of them seem to have been taken from 
prisoner-of-war camps; others were recruited from General VLASOV's legions. 


oeeee 


There is one familiar type of Amt VI operation which is distinctive, and 
has no Abwehr parallel - the seizing of documents and works of art of particular 
historical interest. HIMMLER and the directors of the S.D. have evidently 
regarded these operations as important both in Russia and Italy. 


Original in; S.F. 5£/Russia/lO peer, — 
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EXTRACTED FROM R.I.S. 18/9.10.43. re the SICHERHEITSDIENST - 
Recent Developments - l-. 


RUSSIA. 


We have been able to follow the behaviour of the S.D. 
Commandos on the Russian front during the retreat. ‘there is no 
suggestion in the instructions to the Commandos from their head- 
quarters that the extent and speed of the retreat was forseen. 
Our most complete and continuous information comes from the ex- 
treme southern front in the Sea of AZOV area, 


The work of these $.D. Commandos is the control of agents 
or groups of agents dropped with transmitters in Kussian-occupied 
areas, the organisation behind these undertakings is as follows: 
there are three main bases from which all operations of the whole 
Russian front sre organised - Hauptkommando Nord, Hauptkommando 
Mitte, Hauptkommando Sued. Hauptkommando Nord and Hauptkommando 
Sued, which are in near areas well removed from the front line, 
have direct W/T links with the S.D. control station at WANNSEE, 
Their forward headquarters are nearer the active front, but still 
at a safe distance from the actual fighting. The agents themselves 
are scattered, either singly or in groups, in different parts of 
RUSSIA, sometimes many hundreds of miles behind the fighting lines; 
some are saboteurs, sume political agitators, some simply intell- 
gence agents. 


Our knowledge of the organisstiuon comes from the: signals 
passing between PWRLIN headquarters and Hauptkommando Nord and 
and Hauptkommando Sued. Hauptkommando Nord may move back from 
PSKOV area to the neighbourhood of RIGA: Hauptkommando Sued has 
moved back from B®RDIANSK to MELITOPOL, and from MELITOPOL to 
KRIVOI ROG. Hauptkommando Sued in the last week of September 
had four forward stations - one in the KUBAN, one at MELITOPOL 
one at DNINPROPETROVSK, another moving back towards KREMENCHUG. 


S.D. headquarters at first ordered that the 
not interfere with the work; all existing W/T jee ti tare 
maintained, and undertaxings in preparation must 
ticable, be carried out. But it was later decided 
in the new conditions on obtaining intelligence 
any further propaganda and subversion, ; 
agents can still be used, 


wherever prac- 
to concentrate 
1 and to abandon 
Only the most reliable 


Apart from its value as showin 
i & the S.D, 
methods, this traffic may give valuable inane 
expectations in respect of the Russian front, 
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1th August, 1943 
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Hae, 


Attached is a copy (for information) of the paper “ ~ f 


om ‘MAX’ that I have submitted according to my instructions. 


You will see that I have net been as emphatic in 
support ef ‘Policy 1' as the meeting was om Monday; but on 
considering its implications I de not think that I can fairly 
sell it at the expemse of 'Policy 2', since both seem to 
have disadvantages as well as advantages. 


i have therefore presented the alternativey as . 
impartially as I cam and will wait for 2 decision on policy 
based on this evidence. 


Yours sincerely, 


= 
Distribution: Mr. H. L. A. Hart < aaiat 
Major B. Melland 
Mt. Hudson Williams 
Major Banne 
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MAX 


Detailed accounts of the scope, nature, and organisation have been 
published from time ta time; here it is sufficient to repeat that the organisation 
is based on Sofia, where there is a Luftmeldekopf, or small reporting station 
controlied by the department of the Abwehr responsible for the collection of air 
intelligence. This Luftmeldekopf is rum by a Hwmgsrian, Richard Klatt (or 
Klauders), a man of obvious ability, whose activities are not confined to Russia 
but extend also over the whole Levant and Mediterranean arsa. The Russian 
section, with which alone we are here eoncerned, obtains operationsl messages 
which were long deseribed (and may still be conveniently deseribed) as 'MAK'. 
These messages cover the entire Russian front from the Arctic to the Caucasus, 
and have been copious, regular, and circumstantial sinee the Luftmeldekopf started 
working in November 1941. They are transmitted by W/T from the Luftmeldekopf 
Sofia to Vienna on 8.5.8. service 7/23. 


For 2 long time little interest was shown in these messages because 
(a) they were believed to be obtained by ¥/T interception of Russian “/f, (b) it 
was supposed that the whole thing was a Russian double-cross, (ce) the intelligence 
was supposed to be unimportant. Of these suggestions (a) was never supported by 
any positive evidence and has long been shown to be untenable; (b) though reserved 
ag a possible explanation when an account of the system was written for the British 
Ambasvador in Moscow in January 1943, has sines been renounceds (c) has also 
been renounced, and for the same reason, viz: the accuracy, and significance of 
MAX messages as intonsively studied in the War Office in relation to the strategy 
of the Russian War over the last nine months. Some account of this study may be 
of value at this point. 


ihe Accuracy of MAX 
a ae 
On the 2let March 1943 2 detailed study of MAX reports in the light of 
events was issued by the War Office, the conclusion of which wass 


‘Of MAX reports which in the last four-and-a-half months heve made a direct 
forecast of Russian intentions, very few have been vroved false by the event; 
many have preceded the event by only a short while, but several heve given 
the Germans correct and amrle werning both of the ares from which 9 Russian 
offensive was to be expected, end of its intended direction. MAX reports 
which are a mere record of troop movements arrear to give the Germans little 
information on Russian intentions; but they confirm tendencies which might 
be exvected already te exist; and, as far as can be seen, they contain 
nothing calculated to deeeive’. 


At the meeting of the R.S.I.C. on the 8th Avril 1943 the matter was raised, 
ani, after = detailed exnosition by Major Mellend of the facts wuoon which these 
conclusions were based, the Committee unanimously agreed with these conclusions, 
and the suestion of informing the Russians at once assumed a new importence,. 
Unfortunately, in addition to the inherent complications of Russian liaison, a new 
eance of difficulty arose. On the 22nd March 1943 — i.e. exactly at the time when 
the inereased importance of MAK messages was avoreciated, the eypher in which these 
messages are sent was chaneda from ISOS to ISK, This out ont of the cusstion any 
handing te the Russians of MAX intelligence obtained after that date, unless its 
relation to the cypher was carefully concealed. 


Further developments 


Develonments since March 1943 have been along two Lines (a) the accuracy 
and significance of MAX messages has been confirmed in an even more etriking manner} 
(b) further evidence about the organisation of the Luftmeldekopf has been obtsined, 
and this not from ISK, or not neceassrily denendent on the resding of ISK. 


The effect of these two develonments ts (a) that the cuestion of informing 
the Russians seems more important than ever, and (b) that some of the difficulties 
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of such communicetions either have been, or could be, eliminated. These 
developments can be summarised thus: 


(2) On the 29th July 1943 Major Helland made a statement to the 2.3.1.6. 
in which he showed, by reference to operations in the Taman Peninsuls, the 
Kursk Salient, and the Isyum sector, that MAX reports had obviously been of 
value to the Germans in reporting the locations and build-up of reserves for 
a Ragsian counter-attack, and the target aimed at by the Red Army. Major 
Nelland's paper was published as an arprendizx to the minutes of the meeting, 
end may be resd in full there. Since that dete, further MAX mesouges have 
confirmed the high standard of accuracy of this soures, sn? the danger whieh it 
represents to Russian operations. 


(b) The following sre the non-Z°*% sources which heve recently threwn light 
on the MAX system. 


PF: 6s¢63 Rot. 
1. [iirko Rot a ‘ugoslay Jew from Novi Sad, known to us from Most 
» who had 


Secret Sources een 2 close asseciate of Riatt in Sofia in the course 
of his attempts to escape from Europe by being employed in the Abwehbr, arrived 
in England from Lisbon in February, and has given valuable information on the 

Luftmeldekopf. Hie information has always been consistent with our knowledge 
from other sources, and his bone fides has been accepted by M.I.5. He is now 


_ at liberty and employed in this country. 


The importance of these two characters (and especially Rot) lies lese 
in the intelligence they have given than in the faet of their connection with us 
and their undoubtedly genuine knowledge of the Luftmeldekopf. 4 great deal of | 
information in fact ebbained from ISK can now be fathered on these agents, and 
aspecially on Ret, since he is still in our hands. “ 


Three ether aspects of the MAX organisation could also be used in a 


similar way, vizs PRR 148% JURKUL, Secrer » ref: mado - 


i. (ten. turk] Thie White Russian emigre is, we now know from ISK, 
regarded a&a lineh-pin of Klatt's Russian organisation. When Mussolini fell, 
the head of Abwehr I Luft (i.e. Klatt's German chief), then in the Balkans, 
eltered all his plans at short notice in order to fly personally to Rome to 
secure Gen. Turkul, then living at Circonvallazione Clodio N.1°8 VII, Rome 15, 
and smuggle him out of Italy. ‘The MAX-link', he explained, 'is compromised 
if Turkul remains im Rome any longer, and if local conditione change, 28 they 
miy!,  Turkul is now in Budapest. 


es It haprens that 9 certain amount is knoen to us about Turkul indenend- 
edtly of thig material, and « file concerning him is sveilable. He has been 
Anvolved in anti-Soviet espionage for many years, and his address in Rome was 


‘xnom to $.1.3. im peacetime, when he made indirect contact with 5.1.5. Knowledge 


of his activities can therefore he acseribed to long-standing interest. 

Be Prat. the Marquis Prat de Nosilles y Soutzo, who wis until recently 
Spanish Winister in Ankara, was ons of Klati's sources; he supplied him with 
information by #/T, and commmicated by courier. His es:ionage activities 
have been mantioned to us cireumstantially by Gyorgy, and generally by the 
British Atbassador. We know all about his courier-system while in Ankara, 
and could plausibly claim to have penetrated it. Since Prat is now in Felsinki, 
as Spanish Minister, we would be insured sgeinst detection, and the very fact 
of his being in Finland should make his past history in Turkey of interest to 
the Russian Government. 
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3. the Levant. The very extent of Klett's organivation is > soures of 
potential weakness, and we can easily (and sometimes ~ e.g. with Gyorgy ~ truthfully) 
Glaiu to iave penetrated 1t dn the srese umder cur eontrol. Since it te « single 
organisation at the centre, we could thus heve learnt shout ite Rusedan activity 
without either admitting to have read ISK oz suggesting that wn bed ecereied ont, 
counte;~espionage in the Russian sphere. 


Ii, ds therefore suggested that it is now both imrortant inf oreeticable 
to convey to the Rugstans 2 great deal more inforastion on MA™ then oes neoviously 
+ 44 2, ivy eee cure enebavaianie tl saat i 
expedient. the action reiuire of course, depand on the ection alreary 

taken. 


( 
| 
| 


action already taken. 


So far the following action has been taken:— 
1 2 see Page 4 
(1) Cn the Lt Augue t 1940} Exham wee authoriced to inform the Soviet 
authorities of our suspicions of Samollov, @isguising the soures, which wee ISOs. 


; ark—Kare wag shorn « ghort eecount of the MAX 
system end took some apecinen mess 5 with him to Russia. MAX war at this time 
BbiLL IsoS, end 1b was intendad that the Ambeesedor should interest the Russian 
Government in a goneral way, d that Cecil Barcley should follor with the technical 
and eryptographical detaile which would enable them to teke and read the messages. 
The Ambassador afterwards reported thet he had Yeone oror the whole eround with 
Stalin', but as he later appeared to hnve been firmly mder the immression that 
setae was to desi with Y matters only, it is doubted vhether he said much about 
MAX, i 


(2) In February 1943 fic i 


EAC 


(3) When Bavelay left Englend, the change to ISK bad occurred. He therefore 
took no eryptographical materiel, bub cnly s list of "/T schedules including both 
readable and unreadable services (MAX counting 9°. unre:cable), and some dstaile of 
the personnel and functions of the Lufemeldekopf obteined exclusively from an 
independent non-interception source (Mirko Rot) « Barclay had his first interview 
with Gen. Kutsenov on the 27th duly 1943, an] states that ot his second meetine he 
handed ever "ISCU material’ — whatever this sey mean. 


It seems therafore that a haximum informetion so fer received by the 
WBeLiansS iss- 


(a8) Some facts about the Luftmeltekopf Soften obtained from Mirko Rot. 


j (ob) Soma facts which may indicate that we intercented the W/T working of 
the Luftmeldekopf, which wa were able to rend until lest March. 


It is not at all certein that they have received sn much as this. 


It is clear that the cryptogrsphicel change is the erux of the present 
problem. There is no objection to the Russians receiving current MAX intelligence, 
provided they do not associate 1t with the B/T traffic of the Luftmeldekopfs; or 
alternatively there is no objection to their receiving °11 our Imnowledge of the 
Luftueldekopf, provided it does not seem to depend on the MAX messages wassed since 
the 2let Wlereh 1943: but to give beth the current intelligence and the background 
is out of the question, 


If these alternatives ara admitbed, the choice would seem to depend on 
whether the Russians would attach more value ta MAY information ss militery intell- 
igence for their own use (in whieh cope they vould vresumebly prefer the current 
traffic), or as evidence for the closing of « serious leak (in which esse they 
would want information about the Luftmeldekopf), These two policies wil] be 
examined soparately: 


Pol i: Giving the Intelligenget 


‘ (1) The Russians could be told that we are now in possession of certain 
highly valued information concerning the Hastern Front obtained regulerly by the 


Richard Klatt (real name probably Klewders), a Hungarian in German 
service, runs a reporting station in Sofia. He is nominally subordinate to 
Oberstlt. von Wahl, 1 Luft Vienna, amd it is to the Air Intelligence section 
of the Abwehr that the whole organisation belongs. Klatt is, however, the 
creator of his reconnaissance and reporting service and Oberstlt. von Wahl 
is probably Important in the system only for administrative purposes, and 
for receiving tributes and decorations. 


Klatt has a relatively small staff under him ~ W/T operators, 
cypher—clerks, etc. Some of his employees and assoeiates are busily occupied 
in Black Bourse transactions. He is in close lisison with one Ira Lang (or 
Langner) who has some entree to the Russian Legation, Sofie. Lang and Klatt 
have connections with the White Russian Gen. Turkul, until recently in Rome. 
Gen, Turkul is thought to know the secrets of the MAX reporting system. 


Klatt receives daily a dozen or more reports of which more then half 
are MAX reports. The rest come from the British Middle Fast and from Turkey. 
Kost of these reports, including probably 211 the MAX reports, are passed 
awiftly to German operational commands as well as to Abwehr atations in the 
areas to which the reports are relevant. These pass and are sometimes 
intercepted by us on Abwehr (1803) links, e.g. from Warsaw snd Athens. Such 
recipients ordinarily receive these reports within twelve to forty-eight hours 
of the observations or events reported. 


By process of elimination we infer that these W/T services are camow- 
flaged as normal Russien, British or International Service, Commercial or Meteo- 
rolegical transmissions. A circumstantial aecount given by Mirko Rot also 
indicates that these messages contain a number of code~symbols which only Klatt 
ean translate and that he can translate these from memory. 


We believe that the sourees of MAX, MORITZ and IBIS reperts transmit 
'thlind'; if so their transmission times should be absolutely constant for 
long perieds and transmissions showld be powerful. There is evidence that 
they transmit in the early or middle morning. This does not exclude their 
transmitting later in the day as well. 


ae MORITZ and TRIS reports frequently describe the complements of 
air-fields afd the Mavements of air-formations. They do not give technical 
aircraft details. They also often describe the locations, concentrations and 
novements of military and naval formations, though identifications of particular 
units are only rarely given. Tactical and strategic intentions are sometimes 
reported, particularly by MAX. These often seen to be based on good informatio 
from Staff sources. 


Klatt often visits Budapest, and travels as 'Sngineer'. In Sofia he 
seems to have very close liaison with certain Chiefs of the Bulgarian Police. 
There has been some tie-up (the nature of which is weertain) between Klattts 
W/T system and that of the Bulgarian Police in Sofia. 


Our genorsl impression is that the Klatt channel of operational 
intelligence is for quantity, quality, regularity and hot-nese of greater volue 
to the OKW than any other single Abwehr channel, with one possible exception, 
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Germen General Staff and that we will send them this information eurrently, buat 
that we ave oot prepared to divulge our source. (The Pucsicns cen sesume that 
it comes from spies in Berlin, or sig i a or Intercertion, or even TSK; 
but these assumptions will not enable them to discover anything) . 


2. The M&X messayes should = edited and rewritten in 9 single telegram 
in the Russian section of the War Office (eho ere best able to select nd eonrectate 
the imsortant items). This sane of efiting would include a v.ddeol change in 
the form of the words, cs én adJjitional security precaution. 


3. The telegrams would then be sent regularly by P.1N to Barclay in Moscow 
for the Russians. To any delicate cuestions Barclay could «lwoya anvwer ‘thet he 
hai been told nothing himself. 


An additional advantage of this msthol would be that, onee in use, other 
~ material could be sent by the same channel, e.g. recent researches have shown that 
important Russian intelligence is received by the Germins through some Cwedish 
legations, This intelligence (which also eames from IST but is long-term and 
strategic, s¢ distinet from MAX which is short-term ind tactical) would also be 
gent, without comment, in the cameway; and, ir fact, the more intelligence from 
different sources sent by a single channel, the more difficult it will be for the 
Russiana to discover ite origin. 
Finally, we should retain the great advantage of controlling (to a certain 
extent) the source of the information given. If difficulties should arise, we 
_/ should at any time be able to say that our source had stopped, and the intelligence 
/ wouLa stop too. The knowledge of this might well prevent the Russians from causing 
jus embarrassment, 

The advantages of this policy as opening a channel for important operational 
intelligence are obvious; but difficulties might ensue if the Russians were to 
prefer to sacrifice the intelligence and stop the leakage; in this case we would be 
precluded from giving them further assistance, and any independent discoveries they 
made wiclht be embarrassing to us, 


(b) Policy 2: Giving the Jividences 


BB +e 


The Russians eouwld be told something on the following lines: 


of (1) That we have intercepted Klatt's traffle regularly, and could read it 
fontil the 2lat March 1943. 
/ (2) That the information about the actual. set-up was at first meagre, the 
} messages being solely intelligence reports, but that when the seegnone position 
ft of Ssmoilov transpired, it was reported te the Ruseiensa (on the 12th August 1942) 3 \\\ 
and thet their reaction suggested to us for some time arena ‘that serheps the 
whole thing was 2 Russian double-cross. Further facts were supplies? to them 
through Sir A. Clerk-Kerr in February 1943, but we still believed :t that time that 
might be a double-cross. (All this is truc). 


(3) That a etudy of the messeges made at the time of the cypher-change led 
3 to modify our vibw, ag the leakage seemed too significant, and further miterial 
wa: therefore gent to the Russians via Cecil Barclay. (Al. this is true). 
Complete texte of material prior to the ®lst March 1943 could be given as evidence 
both of our bona fides and of the importance of the Isakege. 


(4) That since then we heve penetrated the erganisation through Mirko Rot, 
Gyorgy, Srat's organisation, 2nd through its Leventine connections, end are able 
to give a complete picture. A sunmary of the fs ets that could be given is attached 
as the annexe te this Paper. ~ Se = 
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D.B. 


The whole question of the MAX traffic has now 
been taken a stage further by a paper compiled by 
Trevor Roper. The recommendation has gone forward 
to C.S.S. that the facts emerging from the MAX traffic 
should be communicated without explanation as to 
source to the Russians who can take it or leave it. 


SUD 2AM INCRE NE MH Pore annem nw nea es 


When I was with C.S.S. yesterday he informed 
me that has seen Molitoff and is making a 
certain amount of progress, that all ISOS has been 
given to the Russians, and MAX had been withheld 
hitherto only because it was TS. From what he 
said I gathered he would probably accept the proposals 
made to him by the Sub-Committee which considered 
Trevor Roper's paper. 


nen NE 8 BLING SR SRLS IA INI fod BPAY Wa OU NY 


c.S.S. explained to me that one of the 
difficulties about handing material to the Russians 
lay in the fact that the Germans were breaking the 
Russian ciphering and might by this means learn what 
was going on. Hence his reluctance to agree to 

{ having enquiries made on an ISK message vide page 2 
wav} of these notes. 


ELAR SELL NEE BASELINE ERBIA EE II SFI a 


Rey . a 


D.D.B. ig er os 
16.8.1943 


(19019) Wt.24370/3460 300,000 8/41 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.698 J.5310 (Pale OVER. 
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The chief disadvantage of this policy lies in its limitations. The 
ISOS messages given to the Russians would be tactical information whieh would 
have been of immediate intersat six months ago but is now useless. Inevitably 
the Russians' appetite will be merely whetted by these cold, salted ISOS, and 
they will be eager te sit down to a meal of hot, fresh ISK. This meal we shall 
be unable to provide, and their efforts to find it for themselves, in which they 
might expect collaboration which we would have to withhold, might be embarrassing 
to us. 


CONCLUSION 


On the 16th 4ugust 1943, in consultation with representatives of the 
departments most concerned, these two policies were examined, The general view 
was in favour of Policy 1s; but it 1s suggested that a further discussion would 
be neceasary on details and conditions after a major decision on policy has been 
reached, 


18.8.43 
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4 y RADIO SECURITY INTELLIGENCE CONFERENCE 

0 Gee A PPEN)\ 2-020 sucuxtry mites LIGHNOE GONFER iC 


The 55th meeting of the Conference took place on 


Thursday, 29th July, 1943, at 11.30 asm, in M.I.5. There 
were present the Chairman (Mr. White), Lieut. Col. Ferguson, 
Mr. Hudson-WWilliams, Mr. H.LeA. Hart, Major Morton Evans, 
Major Trevor-Roper, Mr. Denys Page, Mr. P.F.G. Twinn, Lieut. 
Cmdr. Montagu, Major Melland, Flight-Liecut. Casey and the 
Secretary (Captain Ryle). Apologies for absence were re- 
eeived from Lieut. Col. Maltby. 


(2) 


Arising out of previous Minutes - 


Traffic delays; Major Morton Evans reported that 
Mid-ast traffic was now coming by cable, and so 

arriving within 12 hours, which could be cut to 

2 or 5 hours for ‘Most Immediate! traffic. This 
also cuts out the Cipher Office, G.C. & C.S. 


Arising from the Minutes of the 54th meeting - 


Major Trevor-Roper announced that the "rush't 
had been modified in certain details, but still 
continues. 


Controlled Services: Licut. Col. Ferguson explained 
the principle on which messages belonging to these 
services were being Gistributed to the Service re- 
presentatives. The Service representatives expressed 
themselves as satisfied, except that there is still a 
delay of some 3 days between the time when these mes- 
Sages are issued by G.C. & C.S. and the time when they 
are received by them from Section Vv. 


French-controlled Services; Licut. Col. Ferguson 
said that no general solution had yet been found, 
Major Morton Evans pointed out that in one case a 
controlled agent was using a.Group 16 agent's cipher, 
no particulars of which are accessible to us, though 
we have traffic from this agent dating from November 
192. Such cipher details might help for all Group 
16 traffic of the same type. 


Commandant Black was not at present able to help, as 
he has still no direct communication with us. 


Lieut, Col. Ferguson announced that Captain Bristowe 


will soon be back in England from North Africa, when 
the matter will be thrashed out with him. 


MINUTES 


1. PRIORITINS ~ as printed. 


2. "MAX': 
ae 


Major Mclland produced a report on the Intelligence 


contained in 'MAX' reports from behind the Russian Front 
during recent weeks. This report is printed as an appendix 
to these Minutes. 


Licut. 


In the discussion which followed, Major Melland asked 
Col. Ferguson whether it had been possible to check the 


a 


BONA Thus a former conclusion expressed in an M.I.6 V study of 
THaAx' reports over the period 1 November 1942 ~ 15 March 1943, 
namely that 'MAx' follows operations", is trenchantly endorsed 

by the recent flow of 'WAx! reports, There is consequently a 

very strong icase for renewing the detailed study of 'MAX' since 

this source of intelligence - rated highly by the Germans - may well 
prove of great importance in forecasting German moves in Russia. 


ll. The possibility of 'MAX' reports being, perhaps in part, 
planted material must, we feel, be discarded even if en oecasional 
message such as the dispatch of Soviet elite troops to Egypt causes 
us Slightly to raise our eyebrows. The only other message, in fact, 
which in recent months at all suggested deliberate deception was the 
"MAX! report of 24. May to the effect that an attitude of indecision 
was noticeable in Russian field commanders due to reports that the 
Germans were not going to begin an offensive. But this - at the 
time - might well have been a genuine state of mind; and we know 
that it was shared by the Russian mission in this country. 


ve. The conclusions are: 


Ci) There is ample evidence that German Intelligence 
and Operations consider 'MAX' reports to be of 
great value; and it is quite possible, in fact, 
that these reports form the bost ficld intelligence 
obtained by the enemy I.S. 


Consequently a close study of these reports may 
well provide added pointers to possible German 
moves in Russia (apart from their value for ap- 
preciating Russian strategy). 


*MAX' reports seen by us in the last four months 
contain practically nothing to support the carlier 
theory of deliberate deceptions; consequently, on 
their present showing, it would be advisable to 
discard this theory. 


gned) BRIAN MELLAND, 


Major, Gee 


MeIeli(d). 
31 July 1943. 


veracity of a report of July 12th describing a Moscow 
Conference of that date attended by Stalin, Maisky and 

the sae 1 and American 1_suibassadors and Wilitary aS euCe, 
and specifying certain items of the Agenda. 

that if this report were true, it would omiokea something 
important about the status or contacts of the source of ‘MAX! 
reports. Lieut. Col. Ferguson regretted that the suggestion 
to make enquiries about the existence of this Conference had 
been disallowed by C.S.S. 


Major Melland also asked Licut. Col. Ferguson whether 
it would not be possible for Section V to resume the analysi 
of 'MAX' reports which it had at one stage performed. ie 
Col. Ferguson regretted that at the present moment pressure 
of work prevented such analysis being done. 


Mr. White Suggested that collaboration might be ar- 
= 25 


ronged between M.eI.5 and Section V to get this analysis going 
again. 


Traffic Totals fortnight ended July lth. 


Intercepts 11,356 (including 1,011 Italian Group 8 
and 1,278 Italian Group 16). 


Decodes : 
issued 3,777 (ineluding 104 Italian Group 8). 


Mr. Page explained that about 35% more messages are 
decoded than are published. 


Other business 


Major Melland asked whether R.I.S. and/or R.S.S. 
could make a statement at cach mecting of the Conference 
about new developments in Abwehr communications. Major 
Morton Evans and Major Trevor-Roper agrecd. Lt. Cmdr. 
Montagu asked whether in future the Services could be 
notified before meetings of the Conference of such develop- 
ments when these might be of operational significance, 
Major Morton Evans and Major Trevor-Roper agreed to this. 


GR/med. 
eSelt3. 


Soe. 


RADIO SECURITY INTELLIGENCE CONFERENCE 


Priority List 


Isk 
SPANISH 
GROUPS a) 2/1, 2/2; 2/3,.2756, 2/79, 27120, 2/132, 
ae, 2/184, 2/350, 2/3580, 2/1211, 2/1212, 


B/10n . 2/126, 2/129, 27, 2/460, 


BALKAN 2/10, 2/13, 2/20, 2/26, 2/38, 2/69, 2/501, 

GROUPS 2/506, 2/511, 2/517, 2/521, 2/522, 2/523, 

NN. 2/52, 2/530, 2/536, 2/538, 2/539, 2/543, 
2/5157, 2/5186, 2/5223, 7/23. 


TURKISH 
GROUPS 14/28, 14/38. 


UE LOO, uy 102, 1h/105,> 14/105, ih 10s, 
Us/1O7, Uisse0, 147iet, ah/fie2, 14/223, 
1/160, Ut/172- 


NORWAY e/8u0, 2/2i, o/ehe, o/s, 2/25, 2/249. 


ISOs 


SPAIN, PORTUGAL S547 1/55, 1/Bly 2/92. 95, W700, 

& SPANISH & hie? , 2/125, 2/125, 2/136, 2/1, 

PORTUGUESE AFRICA o/ lit, e/ale, 2/150, 27165, 2/169, 

CE SS RE OFS alo Of Lis) Sf bos Sf Lel,. 2/1200, 
PAIQ01, 2f1607¢ 2/1215, S710, 17/596 


NORWAY 
BALKANS SEGEAN network. 
BULGARIAN network. 
JUGOSLAVIAN network. 
235/55 
FRANCE 
OPERATIONAL X/2l2, X/213 ('BASTER' traffic) 


SERVICES 8/53 (Italian naval traffic) 
Group 16. 


'priority 1' Services 


7/23: O/1, 2/2, 2/3, 2/56: . All Spanish 
Tees! — x/eiss 14/58. 


ReLl.S,/med. 
Le Oiges « 
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Appendix 


aHAX" Reports 
1. At the 47th meeting of the R.S.I.C. I reported (i) that 
Beveral 'MAX' reports in recent weeks appenred to contain accurate 
predictions of Russian tactical moves; snd (ii) there were no ob- 
vious signs that these reports reflected a deception policy on the 
part of the Russians. 


2. The purpose of this note is to enquire whether (i) still holds 
good and whether (ii) can now be wholly dropped as an explanation, 
or part explanation, of 'MAX' intelligence, 


3. The last discussion of this subject took place on 8 April. on 
that day a 'MAX' report stated that preparations for the commence- 
ment of an attack on NOVOROSSISK from the South and Bast and on the 
TAMAN peninsula from Hast and North were completed. 


ue This report forms a useful. basis for the present attempt to 
evaluate source pe (now classified as Edelweiss, Olaf and 5029). 
There had been f¥Equent warnings by this source of an impending 
Russian attack on the NOVOROSSISK bridgehead and on the TAMAN pen- 
insula. The later waming, quoted above (para.3) was, in fact, 
followed by @ Russian attack in the areas indicated by 'MAX', as a 
result of which the Russians enlarged their hold on the NOVOROSSISK 
salient. 


5. Our respect for the prophetic strain in 'MAX' reports has been 
heightened by the recent course of events. After the May/June lull, 
'MAX! bozan to pay attention to Soviet concentrations in the KURSK 
region in readiness (it must be assumed) for a Russian attack. A 
'MAX' message on troop movements, such as that sent on 9 July, was 
a clear warning to the German I.S. that the Russians were preparing 
an attack, or at least considerably strengthening their reserves in 
the KURSK-OREL sector. Later on 17 July an important 'MAX' mes- 
sage stated that the order had been given to take BRIANSK by a 
Ssimultancous thrust from SUKHINICHI-KOSELSK, and from KURSK to the 
Nelle 


6. In point of fact the Russian countcr-offensive, begun a week 
after the German offensive (which opened on § July) had, to the 
north, every appearance of being a forceful thrust against the OREL- 
BRIANSK railway, iec. an attack against the flank of the German Army, 
whose neck stuck out beyond OREL. 


7. 'MAX' intelligence had therefore clearly been of value in 
reporting (a) locations and build-up of reserves for a Russian 
counter-attack; and (b) the target aimed at by the Red Army. 


8. To the Germans it must have appeared as though this flank at- 
tack, aiming ultimately (as might be rcasonably supposed) at the 
BRIANSK-SMOLENSK axis, was to be the principal Russian counter—blow. 
On 21st July, however, 'MAX' reports the dispatch of material to the 
MIUS sector, in front of TAGANROG: and on 22nd July sends two fur- 
ther reports showing the moving to and assembly of strategic and 
tactical reserves in the ISYUM area (ieee. DONETZ sector). Thus, 
while the main Russian blow was still likely to be aimed further 
north, a secondary attack, with perhaps the broad Ukrainian wheat- 
lends as a highly desirable objective, looked to be on the verge of 
development. 


9. It is particularly interesting to note that German operational 
Warnings of the possibility of on attack in the MIUS sector fitted 
in with 'MAX! reports in that area; and that this attack did take 
place simultancously with a Russian thrust in the ISYUM area, 
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HATRACT. 


Original from :. 


Recent Developments in Enemy Communications. 


"The WARSAW control-station for Abwehr W/T service to the 


Russian front has also split. Part of these services are now controlled 
by a new station "ATLAS"at NIKOLAIKEN (E.Prussia, 50 miles south of 
KOENIGSBERG). A link is being organised between NIKOLATKEN and SOFIA 
(probably chiefly for the quick relaying of "MAX" reports), and another 
between NIKOLAIKEN and ATHENS." ae 
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EXTRACT. 


Extract for File No.:..... SF:52/Russia/Lo. 


eo in File No.:.BeteForder.. NoeiAe 


Original trom: Re L.5..Report..on.. ABWEHR 
INCOMPETENCE. 


Extracted on: 


Short Routes for 0 erational Intelligence Between Abwehr Stations and 
Operational Commands. 


LUFIME TLDKOPF. 


MAX reports have always gone straight from SOFIA to operational 
commands on the Russian front. Rexently other ways have been found to 


expedite the passage of MORI''Z, IBIS, ANKER and WIGO reports to other 
operational commands:-= Ow Pe 


a) VIENNA passes these, immediately on reception from SOFIA direct 
to the Abwehr Officer with KESSELRING's Staff at ROME (Frascati). 


It is clear that General LOFHR's Staff at SALONIKA now gets them 
direct either from SOFIA or, less likely, VIENNA (route uncertain 
They are no longer sent back to GREECE by BERLIN. 


The Admiral of the Aegean also seems, for the same reason, to 
get them direct (route uncertain). 


The new Luftwaffenkommando S.E. (@ CONSUL @ WALDHAUSEN), which 
has been getting them passed back from ROME, is now getting them 
direct from SOFIA (route uncertain}. 


Wh: 
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RUSSIA. 


In mid-February the Abwehr put out a report of increased anti- 
partisan measure, increased and smoothly running rly.traffic and a 
sufficiency of strong defensive positions and tps. in rearward areas. 
Tpe movements from west to east were taking place and further manpower 
was being provided by the 1924 age groups in the Ukraine and the 
Baltic States. 


In April the heavy transfers from the Reich to Russia had virtually 
ceased; and it was possible to withdraw strong forces from Russia 
for rest nd employment on other fronts. Divisions in Russia were 
being specially stbengthened with arty, A.A. heavy A/Tk guns and 
A.F.Vse There was also replacement of personnel and material. he — 
divisions withdrawn included "at least twenty-five to thirty 
armoured divsy numbers 5,8,18 and 31 being amongst these. 


Comment. 

(i) This is clearly intended to bolster up the post-Stalingrad 
situation; and it demonstrates the nuisance value of Russian 
guerillas. 


(ii) Transfers (but not from Germany) to Russia virtually ceased, but 


there have been NO large moves awaye Doubtless this statement was 
also designed to cover a forthcoming offensive. The strengthening in 
firepower is probably an exaggeration, but there has been some 
replacement of personnel and material. The withdrawal of thirty armd. 
divs (ise. approx. the total number in existence) is complet nonsenge 
and reveals a refreshing confidence in the quality of our intellimeice. 
In fact nose5,6 and 128 are in Russia and No. 31 is no-existent." 
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Extract from the Addendum to V.,#. Sub-Section Fortnightly 
Report No. 9. PERIOD ENDING Friday 19th March, -1943. 
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41, TRIANGLE MATERIAL. 


a | (1). Max Reports. 


In the light of events this past winter on the 
Russian front a study has been made of "Max" reports 
by V.E.4. with a view to.ascertaining how far they may 
have furnished the Germans with a guide to Russian int- 
entions, how far, therfore, they may or may not 
have been put out by the Russians themselves. 


It is concluded from this study that: j 


(a) Very few of the Max forecasts fail to come 
off and very few of the Max reports appear 
to be misleading. 


(b) Many of the "Max" predictions seem to arrive 
too late for effective action by the Germans, 
though they may, none the less have their usem, 

= e.g. in confirming intentions already 
suspected, 


(c) In several important cases "Max" repor’s have 
provided the Germans with timely warning 
of projected Russian attacks, and of the 
direction which these attacks were likely 
to take, 


On the balance of the above evidence the Germans 
appear to gain more from Max reports then they lose; 


Jar 


it is submitted therefore by V.E.4. that the reports are 


unlikely to form a part.of a Russian plan for strategic 
deception. 


oe 
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Extract from ANDENDUM TO V.E. SUB-SECTION FORTNIGHTLY 


REPORT NO. 6 — PERIOD ENDING FRIDAY 5th FSBRUARY, 1943. 
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| MATERIAL, 


(c) MAX. 
LR 
ROT said that the Germans got very good 
information from Soviet Russia which enabled them 
to inflict heavy losses on the Russians. He said 
that part of their information came straight from the 
ook Legation in Sofia_and part from a | Russian 
n Sofia _who had a _b: brother on the Soviet . General 
Starr. This must refer to MAX reports. 


\4 
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25 September, 1942. 
hear 


Dec. wife, ESa., 
Sede 


Enclosed is Copy No.6 of a new V.w. note 
on “Abwehr Commandos in the Azov Area" which 
has just been compiled in this office. 


Secretary. 
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IV. We 33/23. 902. 


ABWEHR COMMANDOS IN THE AZOV ARTA 
The plans and achievements of the German 

Armed Forces in the North Black Sea zone are naturally correlated 

with special Abwehr activities in that area. ‘This note attempts 

to give a skeleton picture of the organisations, Locations, func- 

tions, personnel and communications of certain Abwehr units now 

Operating in the AZOV erea. 


These wnits belong to two main types:- 
1) MARINE 


2) MILITARY 


Vad 


a) Einsatzkommando MARES 


This Commando was active in the Black Sea 
ports from Odessa to Kerch until the beginning of 1942. Its 
history and functions have been deseribed in V.we Notes 14, of 
19/12/k1 and 25, of 4/5/l2. 


It was recalled, refitted and returned to 
thé CRIMEA in the spring or 19,2. Tt is still wnder the command 
of 'SIRR' (= Korv. Kpt. ROTH), who ‘AS, however, now subordinated 
for some purposes to Kapitaen-zur-s ce BODE (@ PATLR) , who is N.B.O-, 
Black Sea, at SIMM®HROPOL. ; 
MARES is divided into tw eee: MARES I and 
MARES II. SIRR with MARES I is working fron ase in ROSTOV down 
the E> Bey coast towards NOVOROSSISK. MARES IT under ObUt. 
ITLSEMANN is heading for the Se v 2¢ PIATIGORSK by 
@>s. 8.4.2 ander the wing of PANZER AOK I. MARES also detaches 
special 'Troops' for semi~iadenendent operations. Thus Sdf 
WILKE has had a MARES-troomfurther down the Black Sea coast, 
though he is destined ultimately for the South CASPIAN. Such 
special Troops are intended to have W/T contact with SIRR, but this 
is not always secured. The functions of this organisation seem to 
be much the same as those it performed successfully last autumn 
and winter, which are described in V.W. Report 1. 


b) Apparently BODE also controls one Ginsatz Troop or Commando 

of his own under Kpt. Lt. NEUMANN. A Kot. Lt. KRAMER may be in 
charge of anothsr such unit or of a section of NEUMANN's Commando. 
Neumann's Troop was at ANAPA at the same time as SIRR's WILKE-Troop, 
which caused certain difficulties. 


Both SIRR and NEUMANN réport by W/T to BODE, 
apparently via the W/T station 'SEurULD' which may be some distance 
from Simferopol. Apparently mene reports by W/T to SIRR, who 
forwards the intelligence to BODE. he chief W/T operator of MARES 
seems to be Wm. STELLMACH. %, 


SEEHUND works to 1) Kpt. Lt. NQUMANN, Service X/243, now 15/3. 
2) SIRR (MARES), Service wunidentificd. 
SOFIA, Service 2/580 (probably). 
BERLIN Service a) ks 
BUCHAREST, SePvice 2/58. 
WARTUPOT,, Service X/192 A fopnerty X/L,09), 
now 15/1. 
7) KERCH, Scrvice x/25, now 15/5. 


“at ANAPA and Kapt. GRASSMANN is opcrating with another MARES-troop.. 


ee Lia 


One LIESEN scems to be W/T opcrator of SEEHUND. 


Both BODE and SIRR are controlled by Marine 
ruppe Kommando, South, at SOFIA (the German Naval Intelligence 
collecting organisation for S.E. Zuropce) and probably the bulk 
of their reports are sent to this orgenisation in the first in- 
stance. 


BODE forwards some reports, which are of mo-~ 
mentary or local operational value to Scekommandant 'ULLI' (= UKRAINE) 
and to Luftflotte IV at MARIUPOL on Service X/192 (now 15/1). 
Doubtless he also communicates some urgent or strategically important 
intelligence direct to GOETZ (@ *BLAUS, @ 'MARTIN') on Service 2/57 - 
i.e. to BERLIN. But in the main SIRR and BODE~GOETZ communications 
go via SOFTA. 


® 


The main Abwehr organisation operating in the 
North Black Sea area is Abwehr Gruppe A (or 'South') which is a 
group of three Abwehr Commandos, the headquarters of which are 
somewhere near STALINO. These three Commandos, I, II andIII, con- 
centrate respectively on Abt.I, II and III tasks, namely:- 


ue Operational Intelligence. 
LT Sabotage, propaganda and Fifth Colum work. 
ELT Counter-espionage, etc. 
The whole group is commanded by Oberst von 

KORNATZKI, who was until recently Leiter of Ast SALONIKA. It is 
controlled by Oberstlt. SCHMALSCHLAUGER of WARSAW and stands to his ¥ 
Abwehrstelle much as an ordinary Ast to its controlling ALST. Indeed 
the STALINO Commando Group covld be likened to an ad hoe movable 
Ast, the outstations of which are represented by mobile Abwehr Troops. 
SCHMALSCHLAEGER's Stelle *WALLI' is corresnvondingly divided into 
WALLI I, WALLI II and WALLI III and instructions, reports, etc., 
passing between Warsaw and STALINO so between WALLI I and Commando I, 
WALLI II and Commando II and WALLI III and Commando III. 


Each Commando is constituted of a number of 
'Troops', Troop I being in cach case the headquarters Troop, con- 
cerned with administration, transport, supplics, communications, 
discipline, etc. So messages to the commander of a Commando are 
addressed to Troop I. 


The Trooos are labelled e.g. *Troop 101' (= Troop 
1 of Commando I), 'Troop 321! (= Troop 21 of Gommando III), etc. 


Most of the Troops of a Commando are small mobile 
units, commanded usually by officers, with their own transport and 
with W/T sets 6nabling then to report direct or by relay to their 
pase at STALINO. Many of them range very far from their base. 

Thus at one moment from Commando IIT, troop 301 was at Simferopol, 
302 at Jeisk (Azov), 303 at Rostov, and 320 at Sebastopol. 


The relations between the Abwehr Commandos and 
the Army seem to be closer than they were. Abwehr Group A (or 
‘South') is attached to Army Group A (or 'South') on terms parallel 
to those governing the relations between the Abwehr Central office 
and the OKW. This Army Group has been called tArmy Group Azov', so 
‘A' may mean ‘'Azov'. The Troops are attached to the Army Corps in 
whose area they are operating. They report to the I ec (Intelligence 
Officer) of that Corps. On one occasion the complaint is made that 
while two Troops from one Commando had been attached to one Corps, 
none had been allotted to another. More impartial distribution was 
demanded. 


- 35» 


Crimea 


Attached to AOK XI, CRIMEA, (H.Q. at SIMFEROPOL) 
there are two offshoots of the Abwehrkommando, Group A, STALINO, 
namely 1) the '@HER Colwm', 2) Cortain represcntative officers 
and Troops from the three STALINO Commandos. 


1) The FHER Column was originally the advance unit 
of the TAMARA organisation, controlled by Vienna and based on 
Bucharest, commanded by Major HRILING (@ 'TUGMLER'). It seems now 
to have been adopted by the Warsaw-controlled Abwehr Commando Group A 
at STALINO, at least for operational and communication purposes. 

It now receives orders ultimately from Major ARNOLD who commands 
Commando II, and mediately from Major STROJIL, who is Abwehr Liaison 
Officer with H.Q. AOK XI and is also subordinate to Major ARNOLD. 

So’ though the actual home of the EHER Group is Vienna, it has been 
assimilated for operational purposes to the Warsaw-controlled organi- 
sation and scems to rank simply as a special group of Abwehr Commando 
iL roop sis 


@ 2) Attached to H.Q. AOK XI at SIMFPEROPOL there are 
(besides Major I.G. RANCK, who is on the Corps Staff and not an Ab- 
wehr officer):;- 


i) Major RISEN, probably of Abt. III described as 
Te/AO in the AOK Xi. 

ii) Major STROJIL, of Abt.IL. 
a al Hptm, Dre FRIST, probably of Abt... 

iv Hptm. PULUY, perhaps of I Wi. 

Vv Hptm. TWELE, of AbteIII. 


Major STROJIL is Abwehr Liaison Officer with the 
Army Corps, apparently subordinate to Major ARNOLD of Abw,Kdo. II 
at STALINO. He seems to be the Local Officer responsible for the 
EHER Column. 


Hptm. FEIST is the forwarder and recipient of 
operational intelligence secured through Abwehr channels and is 
presumably in liaison with Major RANCK. It seems clear that he 

ontrols at least one Commando I Troop. He secures intelligence 
from interrogation of prisoners, so he must have Abwehr custodians 
and interpreters under his command who would probably be organised 
as a Commando I Troop. 


Hptm. TWHLE reports to Abwkdo.III and as we know 
that there are Troops of this Commando in the Crimea, he is likely 
to command one or more of them. 


Major RIZSEN is Ic/AO with AOK XI. He is an 
Abwehr Officer, who deals, among other things, with certain counter- 
espionage matters. He is apparently controlled from VIENNA and not 
from STALINO, so his liaisons with Abw. Group A may be through FEIST, 
STROJIL and TWEHLE. 


COMMUNICATIONS of ABW. Group A 


1. CRIMEA 

Ril eae DACHS (*Badger') - An Abwehr W/T station 'DACHS' 
at Simferopol (quite distinct from 'SEEHUND', also probably in the 
CRIMEA) carries the bulk of Abwehr W/T traffic to and from the CRI- 
MEA. Its W/T staff are Wm. KRAMER (?), Uffz. NIEDERSMAYER, LEDER, 
FONS, LETTMAYER, SPIESMAYER. It works on the following services: - 


a) Ast BUCHAREST (@ BENITO) - DACHS, Service 7/2, 
b) Ast VIENNA 3 WERA) - DACHS, Service 7/88. 
c) Ast WARSAW (@ WALLI) - DACHS, relayed via ORION. 


ORION is an Abwehr W/T station in S. UKRAINE. 


ice 2/605 
Hes 7/111 


a) ee ther< 3 a W/T service between DACHS 
and the W/T statior one We Gruppe A, STALINO, 
but identi a Oma Pow 

vassed from SIMPEROPOL 

relay is probably 
direct connection. 


ct 


J pew 
=) 


ie) 


DACHS and SHEHUND. 


1 ane / Ty * - 7. 
the name of w/T station in CRIMEA 


ab 
which is in % Pt ot with ORION, GREIF and DACHS. As there 
are AbWoe pik A Troops at HUPATORIA, SEBASTOPOL, THE SODOSTA and. 
KERCH, it is likely to be at on f these places. . It is probably 
a mobile Troop W/T station. ing a bird~-name, it is likely to 
re a Commando III Troop W/T 


36 WANDERER ! is a mobile W/T station, wundcr Fw. HOFFMANN, the 
function of which is to maintain w/t contact between the HHER 
ecolum and its base, at formerly BUCHAREST and now STALINO. As 

. EHER parties have now left W. CRIMUA by air to (probably) the 
Caucasus it is likely that 'WANDERER* has moved in that direction 
to relay their messages to their bE see WANDERER is now trying to 
establish a W/T service with SOFIA, »resumably because Ast VIENNA 
retains a maternal interest in the doings of the EHER Column; the 
SOFIA W/T station is better equipped ¢ ad. situated to conmunicate 
direct with small and distant cee ens, WANDERER was at THEODOSIA 
but may now be further east. 


lie "MERCURY" is a mobile W/T station like WANDERER. Its special 
role is not yet know. Both MERCURY and WANDERER belong to the 
communication-system of Major ARNOLD's Commando II, STALINO.: It is 
not certain that MERCURY has uesen in the CRIMEA. .It is now probably 
at STALINO or perhaps working to STALINO from somewhere else, 


"KORA' is a W/T station, under Uff eee now or recently 
THE SODOSTA. It communicates ee 2 With WARSAW. WANDERER was 
join forces with KORA and work with it as one W/T sta alioray Ee 
not known whose communications are carried by KORA or whether 
there is a service KORA ~—- STALINO, though this seems probable. 


6. KORALLE VI‘ is a W/T station ces tee at BUPATORIA; it may 
pe a ee naval or air-force station. 


7e There is a W/T service X/2l, now 15/2, from somewhere in the 
CRIMEA (probably West CRIM ) to STALINO. It communicates for the 
EHR Column and Major ARNOLD. The CRIMBDA terminal is not WANDERER 
and probably not DACHS. 


5S. UKRAINE 


1. ORION. This is primarily en Abwehr W/T relay station managed 
by Wachtmeister MALAIKA. It has recently moved ae one ae 
(unknown) to another (unknown) in the North Black Sea area. It 
relays traffic between WARSAW-STALINO, and YA.SAW- CRIMEA. Other 
W/T operators ?ABRAHAM, ABASSOW. 


2. GREIF ('Vulture' ) is a station in W/T contact with ORION, SPECHT 
and ane in the CRIMBA. There arc slight reasons for identifying 
it with: 


3. the W/T station of Abw. Gruppe £, STALINO (for which no cover- 
name is known, unless it is 'GREIF*). This station works to ORION 


and probably DA CIS, SPECHT, FINK, DROSSE NTHER KORS , WANDERER 5 


JY LTE 9 tui. 
MERCURY as well as with w/2 oKe ped ops and agents. Uffz. PALTZ 


is chief operator of this STALINO station; one DOHLE used to be a 
W/T operator under PALTZ. 


4. SPECHT ('Woodpecker'), a W/T station, managed by Oberfunker 
LORNIG, was at MILLEROVO on 2/8. ‘The Abw. Gruppe A W/T station 

ey: ee is in W/T contact with SPHCHE. It is probably the mobile 
W/T station of a Troop. 


9 obile W/f station of Troop 502, now in the Caucasus 
jODAR-NOVOROSSISK ALCS In contact with the STALINO sta- 


] thrush! or recently at VOROSCHILOVSK 
proba { for a Commando III Troop, probably one called rei 
satz trupp WAGNER In contact with STALINO (? GREIF). 


MERCURY , ice in CRIMBA list). 


& PERSONNEL of Abw.Group A (or 'South') 


rst LEONHARD von KORNATZKI. Originally 


then Ast Leiter of SALONIKA. 


Abwehr Commando I 


Also eMajoz WI Ae RT, Hp BT Me jo! SCHATZ (I Wi), 
Lit. SIEBER ier MCLG d™s nL 1C 


The fune Lot ay ee. s Commando and its Troops 
are to collect, check and ie t opcrational intelligence. This 
secured by the interr Socetion: se captured ee sailors and 
civilians, scrutiny of captured documents as well as from agents 
ER ae The Headquarters Troop (Troop 101) is also fed with 
operational intelligence from Warsaw: r, certain 'MAX' messages 
nrC passed from WALLI I to Abw. Kak 101 The recruiting and 
control of agents and the organisation of their communications are 
functions of this Commando. 


q 


b) Abwehr Commando IT 
Commanded by Major ARNOLD. 
Also Major STROJIL, ?Ma jor WEINER Hptm. PAGENSTECKER 
eae BERGMANN, Uffiz. KREYENBERG (262), Obergefr. 


CHUBERT (201), Gefr. WIDERA (202), Lt. HITZIGRATH 
e EHER), LANGE. 


Colum - Fdw. HERMANN, Uffa. JAEGER, Uff2. BUCHHOLZ 
c Ae Ok rpaueT + : 
4 MREICH , Uflz.e PAULUS, Uffiz. <AMJANKI, Gefr 
PF: ¢ 66%7% EART ENFEZD - 


~ Hptin. GARTEN FOLDS (flyins officer with Junkers 
drop BHER parties by parachute behind Russian 


LKOR Us 


Functions: Fifth Column work, propaganda , insurrection 
and especially sabotage undertakings by parachute-partiecs. 


ec) Abwehr Commando _III 
Commanded by von I'ELDMANN, ?Major. 
Also Major SUCKOW, Hot ns. SCHACH Prinz LICHTEN- 


STBIN (322), Hot. WIECZOREK (30 th PANTHER), Qblt. 
THONIG (? 302), Oblt. STRATLULANN 13), Lt. FELDMANN, 


driver 
Gefp, 


Counter pionage, tra 
w/T commmications, 


al Liaison Officer (M.V.O0. ) 
coup A, named Kpt. von BOTH. 
connection between himself 
v b¥Y now have securcd it. 
3 } as had to communicate via See- 
commeandar (= UKRATITB), at MARIUPOL. 
If BOTH a 1¢ STALINO, there must be a W/T 
link MARIUPOL-STALINO. 


zr OUP LS controlled by WALLI = WARSAY 


= nlvade od a wy saat >° Wor seereyn arr \ 
Major BAUN, TIETSH, Hptm. BECKER (I Wi), 
Sdf. BERITELARI Wi), Rittmeister MOOS ? 
Abt II Major SELIGER, HOTZEL, Major ABSHAGEN, Lt. 
Oberstli Hptm. GARTENFELD, 


ope "MAR eee 


Abt IIT Hptm. FRENZE Lt. KLINTZCH, Hptm. STUCKRAD, 


Also -Hptm. LUECHOW (Transport Officer), Uffz. 
ee HORNAWSKY (W/T), Hptm. LECHNER, Hptm. WEBER. 
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Abwehr W/T links in AZOV area (provisional) 
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Extract for File No. 


Original in File No. 
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Original from: 72%. wort scasaxeoe 


2 ba. Naitanablosme ee Section: ¢ 


Extract from V.W./31 Report entitled "The sources of 
Luftmeldekopf Reports," 


seseeeneee . 


It has proved extremely difficult to discover from what source 
or sources the Luftmeldekopf, SOFIA, gets its intelligence. 
The reports are unsigned and there is almost no administrative 
"chat" about the suppliers of them. 
There are four salient characteristics of the rqgorts:- 
a). A large proportion are extremely hot, , i.e. KLATT 
forwards reports to "Wagner" often well within 2l: hours 
of the occurence of the events reported; most are less 
than 2 or 5 days "cold". 


b). The localities covered by the reports stretch from 
LENINGRAD to IRAN in the case of "Max" reports, and from 
SYRIA, IRAN, IRAQ to EGYPT and LIBYA 1n the case of 
"Moritz" reports. 


ec). The reports are terse, well arranged, and definite. 
Dates, map references, aircraft numbers etc., are scrup- 
ulously recorded. The reports have a professional flavour. 


d). The authorities of I Luft seem to regard "Max" reports 
as having first-class credibility, and "Moritz" reports 

as having high, but not quite first-class credibility. 

| ee Tae 


“4 


In view of these characteristics, as well as for other 
reasons, it is impossible to suppose that the Luftmeldekopf 
has an agent working in every locality covered by the reports, 
and transmitting his local observations by W/T from there to 
Sofia. 

The hypothesis has been put forward, therefore, that the 
Luftmeldekopf secures its intelligence by Y-work,-i.e. by 
interception of Russian and British. Military, Naval and 

Air Force W/T messages, Clearly if this hypothesis is proved 
or even probable, it is of great importance and shoud induce@ 
us and our ally to tighten the security precautions of our 
Services W/T procedures and their ciphering technique. But 
it will here be argued that in fact the evidence is strongly 
against this hypothesis, 


eeeensvenvrtenspeeeee 


The Language of the original "Max" Reports, 
It is probable: that the "Max" reports in their original form 


whatsoever this may be, are in Russian, Even English and 
American aeroplane types are often classified under Russian 
names., which are preserved in the German texts, sent by KLATT 
to Vienna. Moreover KLATT requires Russian typewriters, as 
the lettering of Bulgarian typewriters is inadequate for 
Russian, This is consistent equally with the interception 
theory and with the theory that the reports issue from Russian 
Nationals deliberately transmitting intelligence to Bulgaria 
from behind the Russian Lines. 

The interception Theory. 

The chief positice evidence that anyhow some of the futinelde- 
kopf intelligence is got by interception is (I) the pereren a? 
the Bulgarian Police Y Service already mentioned; (2) HOBRMAN:. 


reference to ‘regular intercept reports from K.I.c, ... such as 
sourcé IBIS on Egypt 152/42 and from Budapest journalists’ 
circles on the Middle Hast 169/l2'. This suggests that IBIS 
reports, or some of them, are intercept reports. But it also 
implies that Moritz reports are not spores by HOERMANN to be 
interceps . PEDOrUG.. os ss i0'< 5.0 0:0 is 0-0 e010 
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Certain points should be noticed about the interception 
theory: - ; : 
a If it is true, then before KLATT forwards an intercepted 
message to VIENNA it must 

a). have been deciphered (unless sent en clair) 

id: have been translated into German. 


cy. have been edited, 

This hypothetical editing of messages must include:- 
i). Exision of signatures and addresses, No Max or Moritz 
or Ibis reports appear’ as sent by "ABC" of "D" unit to "RE" of 
address"F", 


2. Successful interception, followed by successful deciphering 

requires the (at least partial) discrimination of 'wanted' from 

‘unwanted! transmissions, Random listening produces poor 

results. If KLATT's organisation can pick up and: decipher 

a report from, say, a given aerodrome at KRASNODAR, on one 

day, it should be able to do so regularly. But in fact the 

Luftmeldekopf reports do not suggest a regular coverage on 

particular W/T services. So the interception theory’ has to 

explain how random tapping of unidentified services produces 

such good results, and how the very rapid deciphering of these 

unidentified messages is managed, | 

In other words, if KLATT's organisation cannot discriminate 
Pre Os 


the 'wanted' from the 'unwanted' transmissions, his decépherers 
must have to wadé through hundreds of German, Italian, Bulgarian 
British, etc., messages of all kinds, before they come upon one 
message of say, a Russian air-Force W/T service, which is wanted, 
If it can discriminate 'wanted' from 'unwanted' transmissions, 
there should be regular probably daily, reports from the terminals 
of the identified services, And this does not occur, 
3. A certain proportion of intercepteé messages is always corrupt. 
Sometimes the beginning is missed, or atmospherics obliterate 
graups in the middle, Sometimes the enciphering goes astray. 
intercepted messages frequently contain bad patches, though the good 
parts may still be of value. No Luftmeldekopf report has yet shown 
signs of such corruption having occurred in its (supposed) original 
state. KLATT never says ‘this is the best we can make of this 
report! or'remainder undecipherable', The inference is therefore 
that he can ask for repeats of his original reports, when these 
arrive corrupt or mis-encyphered, and consequently that the sources 
of his reports are in communicated with him or some agent of his. 
li. The style of the reports is uniformly that of a trained eye- 
witness or of a man who can summarise reports and sift information. 
It is never that of an officer giving or receiving orders, referring 
to back=numbers of instruction menuals, indenting for supplies, etc. 
5. One 'Max' report ends with the sentence ‘further detaiis will 
follow as reply to order to find (these things) out’. 7/23.4.5.u2, 
Conclusion. Z 
At least the bulk of 'Max' and 'Moritz' reports are not culled from 
intercepted messages, ~~ aaa 
Alternative Hypothesis (for ‘Max' reports only). 
KLATT, probably via the Bulgarian Police W/T system, is in com @ 
unication with Russian traitors (or Bulgarians posing as Russians 


on Russian-Occupied soil, These are (a) of a high grade of intell- 
igence and with an understanding of the requirments of intelligence 
reports; (b) in W/T contact with Bulgaria; (c) empowered by their 
official jobs to rove fairly freely; ._(d) in contact with certain 
Staff circles; (e) their transmissions to Bulgaria are liely to 

be camouflaged as either Bulgarian Pj lice-typé traffic or as 
Russian Military or air-Force type traffic; (f) for reasons given 
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FOR: Information re the disposal, solleeston, speed and 
accuracy of "MAX" reports as used by LUFTMELDEKOPF, SOFIA- 
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filed at Serial 1ia in 
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Sources of MAX reports. 


The distributions of the locations from 
MAX sports hail is of some evidential value. 


In the period from the end of November 19,1 
to the end of March 1942, we have; 


(AXOV- (from the Noverossisk area (including 

CRIMEA ) Anapa, Tuapse, Maikop, Taman and Krasnodo> 
526 

(from Rostov and the Rostov area 

from Kerch and area 

Prom Sebastopol 


(SOUTH (from Batum and Poti and Sochi 
CAUCASUS (from Tiflis and area, including 
Leninakan & Hrivan. 


(NORTH (from the Moscow area, including 
CHNTRAL * Valdai down to near Tula. 
FRONT ) 


/SOUTH CENTRAL FRONT. 


(SOUTH (from the S. Russian front (not ce 
CENTRAL including Rostov & Crimea) from 
FRONT ) behind Orel to near Rostov. Ss. “29 


(from Kuibischev, Mosul area, 
Bagdaé & Basra, each 2) OY 5 


This list. shows that the Black Sea and Azov ports 
contribute the great bulk of the reports, and a repectable 
amount comes also from the Tiflis area. and. from behind. 
the entire Russian front. 


2 We It should be noticed that though the routes 
from, say, Lenningrad or Tiflis to Sofia are certainly long 
and are likely to be indirect, it is still possible for 
reports to be forwarded by Sofia on the same day as that 
on which the events reported occur. For example, from 
Moscow and the Moscow area, 6 out of 14 messages, in which 
the date of origina is verifiable, were sent on by Sofia 
on the day on which they were sent out. From Tiflis 4 
out of 11 are equally prompt. 


This fact clearly indicates that these reports 
are conveyed by W/T all or most of the way from source to 
Sofia, 


a The natural inference to make at this stage is 
that there are dozens of agent woth W/T sets, one located 
at each of the places from which reports hail. But a@@e r 
from the difficulty of conceiving how such a galaxy of agent 
could be got to and maintained in all the areas from which r 
the Russian army, airforce work, there are other objections. 


a) A W/T set which could be sure of making and 
keeping W/T contact with Sofia or even, say, 
with Noverossisk from Lake Ilmen or Tula 

would have to be a considerable install- 
ation. Whereas to work from such a centre 
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in V.W.24 at least one reporting centre should be in the 
NOVOROSSISK area, 

There are now a few shreds of evidence to support this hyp- 
othesis, ‘WAGNER’ asks KLATT to enquire through LANG ‘wether 
"BOLROV NIKOLAJ' and 'GENEZIN PETER IVANOVITSCH' have supplied 
information for us in NOVOROSSISK, The former is at present 


in the custody of the German troops. Both were arrested by 
the Russians, On the next day KLATT replies that bothe men are 
unknown to LANG who will, however, enquire of SAMOILOV if he . 
knows them, ‘Has DOLGOV referred to 02'? On the day before 
that SAMOILOW was reported by KLATT to be in Stalingrad. 'HE 
is going further’, 
Consequently either LANG is on Russian soil and in contact with 
SAMOILOV and also in W/T touch with Bulgaria, or LANG is in 
Bulgaria and in W/T touch with SAMOILOV. And 'WAGNER' does 
not know whether or not to identify two namedSlavs with persons 1 
who had supplied information from NOVOROSSISK, though LANG and 
SAMOILOV are the people who should know. SAMOILOV has been 
heard of before, _ 
I Luft told KLATT on 9.3.42, that enquiries about the Russian 
Staff Captain SAMOILOV had been fruitless. On 17.5, h25 SLATS 
said ‘discontinue search for SAMOIJLOV; he is now an instruc- 
tor at the W/T school at KUIBISCHEV after having had a foot 
amputated’, A 'MAX' report of 15/7 says that on 1/7 sexe 
Polis 


SAMOILOW announced that KUIBISCHEV was not au fait with the °. 


situation of the Southern Army since all communications had 
been interrupted. This makes it clear that a full history 
of the cativities and contacts of the now ormfooted SAMOJLOW 
would be likely to reveal something about KLATT's sources of 
intelligence behind the Russian Front, It could not be main- 
tained that random interception could provide the information 
about SAMOJLOV's foot or his whereabouts at the moment when 
this information was required. 

There is a LANG described as a V-mann, called once 'IRA' and 
once 'HIJA FEODOR LANG of ALEXI IVANOVITSCH’, about whom Flett 
had made enquiries from CUNO, GRAF MAROGNA (REDWITZ) , Leiter 
Ast Vienna, had himself taken part in the enquiries, which sug 
that the question raises inter-departmental issues. The obsc 


° 


gests 
ure 


reference to ALEXI IVANOVITSCH might link up this LANG with the 


LANG who was to be consulted about GENEZIN PETER IVANOVITSCH, 
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Extract from a report re the ORGANISATION OF THE GERMAN SHORsT le se 
IN TURKEY AND THE NEAR: EAST, dated 20.9.41. ‘(oric: in S&S 


SF $2] tid (« ee 
10) RUSSIA. + Batllawe/ic hs 


There is no direct communication at all between 
Turkey and Russia yete Hamburg asked if there were any V-men 
available for assignments in South Russia on 5e6e41, but received 
no answer, and there is no evidence to show that the question was 
a@ cause of actione More recently, however, Turkey has made a 
move towards establishing intelligence posts in 8. Russias on 11.341 
it reported that a liaison had been made with a secret Caucssian 
nationalist organization, and that there was a chance of sending a 
courier to BAKU. Hamburg, in its turn, took no action, and on 
28.841 Turkey asked for assignments for the Caucasian organization. 
Apart from this, information concerning Russia has been obtained 
through sources in the Turkish General Staff, as in July over the 
rumoured Soviet plans to use poison oo and Wavell'’s expected 
march into Iran (le7e41, lie Zell) » aore recently over the details 
of British material aid to Russia (1749chi1) 


Hamburg's interest has so far been restricted to 
South Russia, particularly, the provinces of Armenia, Georgia, 
Caucasus, Ukraine and Kright (Crimea) of which maps were requested 
(5e6e41; 12.641). But the report on poison gas created a tempo- 
rary interest, and as a result a careful check on this information 
was ded (3e7e41). Later, economic material concerning Georgia 
and Agbeidjan and maps of Batum and Baku were wanted (18. 7.lj1). 
But the stimulus of interest is at present in Turkey. Hamburg 
rarely asks for information on its own, though unsolicited reports 
from Ankera have the effect of making it ask for more (66841). 
These unsolicited reports are naturally limited by the lack ry 

direct 


to a German station close behind the 
German front line would be easy, 
Why the rouitng though Sofia? 


Although there is quite a respectable 
total number of messages from the 
Moscow area, from Batum and fron, 
Say, the Kursk areas, these messages 
come not in the steady trickle but 
in, occasional and fairly irregular 
splashes. If the nessages are 
considereé@ with respect to both the 
places and the dates of their origin- 
ations, the suggestion is strong 
that some of these areas are only 
occasionally visited by a migrant 
reporter. 


This lime of approach yields the following results:- 


Novorossisk, Rostov, Kerch and Tiflis probably contain 
at least one regular: and stationary reported or reporting 
organisation. The Moscow area, the South Sector, 
Sebastopol, Batum (with Poti and Sochi) and Kuibischev 
are probably dealt with by occasional visitations. 


The reports from the Moscow sector, the South Sector 
and the South central Sector could all have been sent by two 
or three agents, given that they had good transport 
facilities and W/T contacts with "home", And the same 

O° of explanation would also cover the South Caucasian 
Black Sea ports. 


But even for such a relatively economical system to 
function and much more for a galaxy of relatively stationayy 
agents, there would have to exist some reasonably 
accessible control-station. f the Luftmeldekopf was 
such a control-station, we should expect to have overheard 


it exercising its control. 


be) 6% It seem necessary to suppose that there is on 


/Russian 


% 
Russian soil and probably on Russian-oceupied soil s 
at least one control station, collecting reports, allottin 
times, frequencies, etc., and probably dictating 
intelligence assignments. And this station would 
forward reports, directly or with relay-links, to Sofia. 


If there is just one such control-station, it 
is probably at or near Novorossisk since there is both a 
steadier and more copious flow of Novorossisk area reports 
than from anywhere else, (There are also very faint 
indications that when there are longish intervals 
between Novorssisk reports, there are also longish 
intervals between the reports from other areas, but 
necessarily vice-versa). 
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agirect sources: but they have included notice of movements of 
Russian troops from Trans-Caucasia (2.8.41), of revolts along 
the Mohammedans of South Russia (350.6.41), of the transfer of 
industries from the Ukraine (268.1) and of the plans of the 
Turkish ambassador in KABUL for the assimilation of Aserbeidjan 
in Turkey. (9.8.i1). A. More recent report has discussed the 
possibility of organizing an anti-Sceviet revolution in Caucasia 
(12.841 et seq.) (See above). 
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GERMAN Y/T WORKING ON RUSSIAN FRONT ? ‘ 


The summary on this subject issued on 15.8 oie 
can now be brought more up to date as follows; | 


1. 
The Abwehr troops working behind the Rumanian army are 
divided into two groups, one in Bessarabia, under KESGL% 
(working on susvines 774 and 7/17 as intercepted 
Vienna and Bukarest) which is still cecupied round ODESSA; 
and one in BUKCVINA, under ae working Service 7/3 as 
intereepted between Vienna St), which controls two 
A 8 BULANT The latter of these 

r nd transport, has now been 
J aetached from it and sent to work under BRESLAU, which appears 
to work through the intermediary contvol of WARSAY. 


Ze 


PF lob $8 
The Abwehr troops b _the Hungarian aray in south 
Peland, under DELpagrt PLESSING.|.which work to Vienns on : 
Service 7/16, remain une 6d, Guarrelling with the Rwasnians. 


Be 

The Abwehr troops behind the German army in the UKRAINE 
are pegnen yep from ast WARSAW, and are under the comuand of 

SCHMALSCHLASGER, who was in charge of similer land- 
operations 6 Greek campaign. These troops have gone 
forward to NIKOLALR?, CHERSON ARD NIKOPOL (Services 7/31 and 
T/ 34) « There are also several perties which have gone further’ 
north, and one of these may use the unbroken W/T service 2/615 
(WARSAW to KIEFS). 


lie 

A further perty is controlled from Ast STETTIN (Service 
6/22). This party has at least one group forward with AOK Ix, 
believed to be in the SMOLENSK area. This group is reached 
through a station in the neighbourhood of WARSAW, in close 
touch with the Abwehr /?T station in WARSAW known as WALI. 


There is only indirect evidence as to the Abwehr wits 


working in the Baltic states, but these are possibly also 
controllieé from STETTIN. 


5. 
The Abwehr troops in the Finnish fighting zone are 
controlled from Ast OSLO (Services 2/240, 2/2u). 


On eat ene ae 


